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About Tasmania’s Technology Industry Sector 
 

The technology industry sector in Tasmania is a vital and expanding component of the state’s economy, 

contributing significantly to Tasmania’s growth and development.  

The 2026 Digital Pulse from the Australian Computer Society reports the sector as contributing $1.3 billion value 

added to the Tasmanian economy. The sector employs more than 10,800 tech workers, expected to grow to 

around 11,900 by 2035.1 These jobs span a wide range of roles including networking, programming and software 

development, systems integration, cybersecurity, project management and innovation development, to name 

just a few. The diversity of these roles highlights the sector’s broad impact on the state’s economy and its ability 

to provide high-quality employment opportunities. Tech jobs are also productive jobs – more than 2.5 times 

more productive than the average of other Tasmanian jobs. 2 

Technology plays a crucial role in enabling other industries to innovate and improve their efficiency. 

Advancements in digital technologies have allowed businesses in agriculture, manufacturing, mining, and 

healthcare among others, to enhance their operations, leading to increased productivity and competitiveness. 

This interconnectivity means that the benefits of a robust technology sector ripple throughout the entire 

economy, fostering overall economic resilience and growth. 

The sector’s impact is felt daily by Tasmanians. From the convenience of online commercial and government 

services to the efficiency of digital communication tools, technology has become an integral part of everyday 

life. This influence underscores the sector’s role in shaping a modern, connected society. 

However, the sector faces challenges to growth: barriers include the need for more skilled professionals, greater 

access to markets, and the availability of start-up capital.3 Addressing these challenges through strategic 

initiatives and investments will be crucial in ensuring the sector’s continued expansion and its ability to 

contribute to the state’s economic prosperity. 

 

 
1 Australian Computer Society, Digital Pulse, 2026. 
2 Skills Tasmania, ICT Scorecard July 2024 p. 8. 
3 Deloitte, Tasmanian Tech Sector Scan 2022, p. 43 
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TasICT’s Strategy: A prosperous, technology confident Tasmania 
 

TasICT’s focus is growing Tasmania’s technology sector, strengthening the digital workforce pipeline, and 

building technology capability across all industries. 

Advocating for: 

• Increased telecommunications capacity, resilience and services both across Bass Strait and throughout 
Tasmania. 

• Digital skills development through the creation of entry-level opportunities for ICT graduates and the 
upskilling of the existing workforce. 

• The safe and responsible adoption of artificial intelligence across government to improve public service 
efficiency and outcomes. 

• Best-practice cyber security adoption and resilience. 

• Support for a world-class STEM Precinct at the University of Tasmania at Sandy Bay. 

Connecting and educating our community through: 

• High-quality technology events that showcase emerging technologies, opportunities and risks. 

• Professional development, knowledge sharing and networking opportunities that connect our 
members with the broader business and government community. 

This supports our vision of being the leading advocate and driving force for the ICT sector in Tasmania. 
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TasICT policy positions not addressed by the 
draft Expectations 
The following sets out those elements of TasICT’s adopted policy and authorised submissions that the draft 

Expectations do not presently cover, or cover less strongly. They are offered as the areas where TasICT believes 

the final document could be strengthened. 

1. Environmental Sustainability 
TasICT’s policy position is that AI data centres should be environmentally sustainable. 

2. Measurable benefit commitments 
The draft asks proponents to be transparent about the jobs a project will sustain and the proportion of value 

flowing to Tasmania. It does not ask for minimum commitments. TasICT’s policy provides for minimum 

operating employment levels, local procurement targets and workforce skills investment, proportionate to the 

scale of the development. It is a suggested that a Community Development Fund is a suitable mechanism to 

demonstrate public value beyond the development itself. 

3. Binding and enforceable agreements 
The draft is a non-statutory statement of policy and, for most benefit outcomes, uses the language of 

expectation and encouragement. TasICT’s policy is that electricity, water, land and planning approvals, and any 

associated concessions, should be provided only to developers who enter into binding agreements that deliver 

measurable and enforceable long-term benefits for Tasmania. This is the single most significant difference 

between TasICT’s position and the draft. 

4. Application to tenants and continuity through ownership change 
The draft does not address the position where the entity operating a facility and the entity controlling the 

compute are different parties, or where a project changes hands. TasICT’s policy is that agreements should 

apply to relevant tenants and remain binding if a project is sold, transferred or restructured, and that 

obligations should continue to apply to the entities controlling the compute. 
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5. Annual independent reporting 
The draft encourages proponents to consider publishing non-sensitive information. TasICT’s policy provides for 

annual independent reporting of outcomes. 

6. Access to advanced computing capability 
The draft refers to developing Tasmania’s digital ecosystem and to building digital and AI capability across the 

economy, but does not address access to compute. TasICT’s policy is that, where appropriate, agreements 

should facilitate access to advanced computing capability for researchers, students, start-ups, small and 

medium enterprises, and public-interest users. The Australian Government expectations address this directly. 

7. Benefits negotiated prior to approvals 
The OCG’s role as described is coordination and facilitation, and it expressly does not replace commercial 

decision-makers. TasICT’s policy is that the Tasmanian Government should ensure that benefits to Tasmanians 

are negotiated with data centre developers prior to approvals being given. 

8. Government-led community education 
The draft places the engagement obligation on proponents. TasICT’s policy is that Government should also 

provide community education so that Tasmanians understand the benefits, opportunities and risks of data 

centres. 

9. Integrated and cumulative assessment 
The draft routes projects through existing pathways, component by component. TasICT’s position is that the 

campus, generation, storage and connecting network should be assessed as one development in substance, 

with cumulative effects considered and a precautionary approach applied where evidence is genuinely 

uncertain. 

10. Sustainability of the supporting energy infrastructure 
The environment and planning principle attaches to the facility. TasICT’s position is that the sustainability 

standard should also apply to the generation, storage and transmission infrastructure a project relies upon. 
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11. Characterisation of electrical load 
The draft requires maximum and average forecasts for water but not for electricity. TasICT’s position is that 

proponents should provide both average draw and short-term variation, because a single megawatt figure may 

not describe an AI workload accurately. 

12. Capacity discipline 
The draft does not distinguish connection requests from contracted and operating capacity. TasICT’s position is 

that they should be separated, that held capacity should carry a cost and that unused capacity should expire. 

13. Consultation timing and publication of changes 
The draft’s trigger is engagement before submitting a development application. TasICT’s position anchors 

consultation to completion of the business case and the proposed design, at a stage where the community can 

still influence the outcome, with publication of what changed as a result. 

Conclusion 
TasICT supports the responsible development of data centres and AI infrastructure in Tasmania where projects 

demonstrate clear public value and are economically and environmentally sustainable. Tasmania has real 

advantages in its cool climate, renewable energy system and long experience managing major industrial 

electricity loads. 

The draft Expectations are a sound framework and TasICT supports them. The requirement for additional 

renewable generation, independently verifiable commitments and full cost recovery is strong and appropriate.  

The Government's emerging expectations substantially reflect TasICT's core policy principles, particularly in 

relation to public value, additional energy supply, consumer protection, developer-funded infrastructure and 

transparent reporting. 

TasICT’s submission is that the benefit outcomes should be secured with the same rigour: contracted, 

measurable, enforceable, independently reported, applying to relevant tenants and continuing through sale, 

transfer or restructure. 

Each major development should be assessed as an integrated whole, including the data centre, generation, 

storage and network infrastructure. Capacity should be released progressively as firm generation or firmed 

renewables are delivered. Consultation should occur early enough to influence design. And the benefits 

Tasmania secures should include technology businesses, operations, careers and capability, not infrastructure 

alone. 
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If these conditions are met, Tasmania can establish a strong standard for responsible data centre development. 

If they are not, the state risks hosting the infrastructure without securing the businesses, operations, careers 

and capability that could otherwise come with it. 

Russell Kelly 
Chief Executive Officer, TasICT 
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 TasICT Policy Position 
14 September 2026 

Subject: Responsible Development of Data Centres in Tasmania 
 

TasICT supports the responsible development of data centres in Tasmania where projects demonstrate clear 

public value and are economically and environmentally sustainable. 

Responsible development requires meaningful community consultation at the project inception and a transparent 

business case that identifies the benefits, opportunities and risks for Tasmania. 

TasICT's support is conditional on electricity, water, land and planning approvals, and any associated concessions, 

being provided only to developers who enter into binding agreements that deliver measurable and enforceable, 

long-term benefits for Tasmania. These agreements should apply to relevant tenants and remain binding if a 

project is sold, transferred or restructured. 

TasICT supports the Australian Government's Expectations for Data Centres and AI Infrastructure Developers (2026). 

TasICT considers the following principles to be hallmarks of responsible development: 

1. Developments should strengthen Tasmania's technology industry 

Projects should contribute to the growth and capability of Tasmania's technology sector through local 

procurement, supplier development, research partnerships and improved digital connectivity. Where appropriate, 

agreements should encourage upgrades to communications infrastructure and facilitate access to advanced 

computing capability for researchers, students, start-ups, small and medium enterprises, and public-interest 

users. 

2. Developments should strengthen Tasmania's technology workforce and productivity 

Projects should support the development of local skills and digital workforce capability through apprenticeships, 

study pathways, university partnerships, specialist training initiatives and other workforce development programs. 

3. Developments should contribute to community digital inclusion  

Wherever possible, developments should encourage the digital inclusion and capacity building of the surrounding 

community. 

4. Public value should be measurable and enforceable 

Major projects should include clear, measurable and enforceable commitments, proportionate to the scale of the 

development, including minimum operating employment levels, local procurement targets, workforce skills 

investment and annual independent reporting of outcomes. 

5. Tasmanian Government role 

The Tasmanian Government should ensure that benefits to Tasmanians are negotiated with data centre 

developers prior to approvals being given and provide community education so that Tasmanians understand the 

benefits, opportunities and risks of data centres. 

 





